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P.O. Box 111
Highmore, SD 57345

Jenuary 23, 2002
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Attorncy General John Ashceroft
US Department of Justice

950 Pennsyvlvania Avenue, NW
Washingten, DC 20330

Dear Mr. Ashcroft:

I am wriling (o participate in the public cormnments on the Microsolt
antitrust seltlement. 1 suppart the setllement. It is not perfecl. but it is
far better than continuing to have lawyers haggle in court over the fale of
one of Arnerica's chief engines of prosperity and innovation, Il is
gratifving to know that you directed your department to work to settle this
case. and let Microseoft continue to innovate.

Since the settlement is acceptable to Microsoft, it is acceptable to me.
Microsoft agreed up a lot of its property and z lot of its rights. That must
nol have been easy. Microsoft gives up to the software industry the code
of 1ts internal interfacces and server interoperability. It will licensc its
intelleclual properly to any company that wants to use it on reasonable
and non=-discriminatory terms. It will make it easy for compurter makers,
software companies and consumers to remove the programs Microsoft
includes gralis in Windows, like Internet Explorer, and replace them with
their own.

This case has gone on too long, wilh too little to show for it, and at too

great a cosl., Your efforls to have the federal court approve this
settlement will be greatly apprecialed. Thank you.

c¢: Senator Thomas A. Daschle

Sincerely.

Roger Ballew
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